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BRENDAN O’LEARY
COMMENTARY
Raymond Seitz
fails to appreciate
role played by US
in Northern Ireland

THE memoirs of the former
United States ambassador, Ray-
mond Seitz, sections of which
were published yesterday, are
called Over Here. The title sug-
gests his great pride in being a
Yank. The extract reveals what
looks like an extremely irritated
and irritable WASP (White An-
glo-Saxon Protestant), still rag-
ing over President Bill Clinton’s
decision to grant Gerry Adams a
visa in February 1994 in spite of
Mr Seitz’s express opposition,
and that of the US State De-
partment.

Mr Seitz, who now lives in
London, was appointed ambas-
sador to the Court of St James
by President George Bush in
1991 and retained by Mr Clin-
ton until 1994.

In the extract he attacks Jean
Kennedy Smith, Mr Clinton’s
ambassador to Ireland, as an
ardent IRA apologist and as wil-
ful and skittish; excoriates her
brother Edward Kennedy as an
anxious man in the market for
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with good judgment. It also
shows that he has learned noth-
ing from and forgotten a lot
about this episode. It was risky
and unconventional for the
president to grant Mr Adams a
visa when he did, but it de-
cisively aided Mr Adams, Mar-
tin McGuinness and others in
persuading republicans, with a
small “r”, that a switch to un-
armed struggle would pay po-
litical dividends. It helped to
pave the way for the first IRA
ceasefire of August 1994. Mr
Seitz, who reads like a Repub-
lican with a big “R”, refuses to
recognise the ceasefire as an
achievement, but then conven-
tional diplomats are not always
the best in assisting the res-
olution of ethnic conflicts.

It was Tony Lake at the
National Security Council who
advocated, and won, Mr Adams
his visa as a carefully calculated
risk, demonstrating why Amer-
ican presidents often bypass the
State Department’s officials,
and the manner in which Mr
Lake reasoned his case makes
Mr Seitz’s view of him seem
both small-minded and bitter.

Mr Seitz’s own intelligence i
wrong on crucial points: h
takes for granted the Majo
government's interpretation c
the purpose of the Joint Dec
laration for Peace in Decembe
1993 (seemingly unaware tha
it was intended by the Irist
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